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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. This report assesses the archaeological and cultural heritage environment of a proposed housing 

development on the lands of Palmerstown Retail Park on Kennelsfort Road Lower, Palmerstown, 

Dublin 20. The site is located in the townland of Palmerston Upper, approximately 600m east of 

the Junction 7 (N4) on the M50 motorway (ITM 708278, 735188) (Figure 1, Figure 2).  

1.2. The purpose of this report is to identify and assess areas of archaeological and cultural heritage 

interest in the receiving environment, and to recommend mitigation measures.   

1.3. This report is to be submitted as part of a planning application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of a 

Strategic Housing Development. It was prepared on behalf of Randelswood Holdings Ltd. 

 

 

Figure 1 Site location and proposed development area 

1.4. The proposed development is located on the west side of Kennelsfort Lower Road and bounded 

on the south by the New Lucan Road (Figure 2). The Lucan road is approximately 80m north of the 

development site. The site is presently occupied by industrial and retail buildings and sheds, with 

all outdoor areas covered with tarmacadam and concrete surfaces, it is surrounded by residential 

development.  
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Figure 2 Proposed development site 
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1.5. It is located in the northeast corner of Palmerston Upper townland, with the Lucan Road forming 

the townland boundary with Palmerston Lower. The townland of Redcowfarm lies east of 

Kennelsfort Road. It is situated overlooking the River Liffey, on an area of limestone till, with a 

subsoil deposit of limestone gravel immediately between it and the Lucan road (Figure 3). 

1.6. There are no recorded archaeological sites within the proposed development area. The First 

Edition 6-Inch Ordnance Survey map of 1843 shows farmland and a road or path parallel to the 

Kennelsfort Road leading to a possible lime kiln (Figure 4). It was no longer present at the time of 

the 25-inch Ordnance Survey map (1863-7). The Cassini map 6-inch map of 1906-9 shows it to 

have been the site of a chocolate factory at the beginning of the 20th century (Figure 8). 

 

 

Figure 3 Limestone till (blue) and limestone gravels (green) at development site 

1.7. The sites comprises of a 1.27-hectare brownfield site. The development will consist of the 

demolition of all existing structures on site and the construction of a residential development of 

250 no. ‘build to rent’ apartments (134 no. 1 beds, 116 no. 2 beds) in 5 no. blocks; with a café and 

ancillary residential amenity facilities, to be provided as follows: 

• Block A containing a total of 27 no. apartments comprising of 13 no. 1 beds and 14 no. 2 beds, 

in a building ranging from 3-6 storeys over basement in height, with 1 no. communal roof 

garden (at third floor level), and most apartments provided with private balconies/terraces. 

Block A also provides a café, a reception/concierge with manager’s office and bookable space 
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at ground floor level; meeting rooms and workspace/lounge at first floor level; a gym at second 

floor level; and a cinema and a games room at basement level; 

• Block B containing a total of 46 no. apartments comprising of 18 no. 1 beds and 28 no. 2 beds, 

in a building 6 storeys over basement in height, and all apartments provided with private 

balconies/terraces; 

• Block C containing a total of 47 no. apartments comprising of 30 no. 1 beds and 17 no. 2 beds, 

in a building 6 storeys over basement in height, and all apartments provided with private 

balconies/terraces; 

• Block D containing a total of 67 no. apartments comprising of 33 no. 1 beds and 34 no. 2 beds, 

in a building 7 storeys over basement in height, and most apartments provided with private 

balconies/terraces; 

• Block E containing a total of 63 no. apartments comprising of 40 no. 1 beds and 23 no. 2 beds, 

in a building 8 storeys over basement in height, and all apartments provided with private 

balconies/terraces. 

1.8. The development also includes the construction of a basement providing 120 no. car parking 

spaces, 10 no. motorcycle spaces, 250 no. bicycle spaces, and a plant room and bin stores. The 

proposal also incorporates 5 no. car parking spaces and 26 no. bicycle spaces at surface level; 

upgrades and modifications to vehicular and pedestrian/cyclist access on Kennelsfort Road Lower; 

utilisation of existing vehicular and pedestrian/cyclist access via Palmerstown Business Park (onto 

Old Lucan Road); 1 no. ESB sub-station; landscaping including play equipment and upgrades to 

public realm; public lighting; boundary treatments; and all associated engineering and site works 

necessary to facilitate the development. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1. The archaeological assessment is based upon the following sources: the Record of Monuments 

and Places (RMP) constraints maps and files of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland; the 

topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI); historical maps published online by 

Ordnance Survey Ireland and held by the Map Library of Trinity College, Dublin; the records of the 

Geological Survey of Ireland; the Placenames Database of Ireland (held at www.logainm.ie); the 

Excavations Bulletins (which contains summary accounts of all excavations carried out annually in 

Ireland on www.excavations.ie); and a number of other published and unpublished reports from 

surveys and excavations carried out in advance of previous developments in the area, available 

on www.heritagemaps.ie. Documentary and literary sources are detailed in the references section 

of the report. 
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1. Introduction 

The Palmerstown area, located along the River Liffey, would have been an active area in 

prehistory, with the gravel ridges along the river course in Palmerstown itself and the adjacent 

townlands showing evidence for burial in the Neolithic and Bronze Age periods. Very little is 

known of associated settlement, but it is typically located nearby burials, and the gravels and 

eskers of this regions would have provided the appropriate light soils for early agriculture. 

Some Early Medieval and Viking activity is also present, but the area is most noted for its Anglo-

Norman phase, in which Palmerstown and nearby townlands were associated with a leper colony 

and hospital belonging to the Knights Hospitallers of Kilmainham. The River Liffey allowed the 

development of industry in this area, with a series of mills along the course of the river and mill 

race in the Post-Medieval and Early Modern periods. 

3.2. Mesolithic Period (8000-4000 BC) 

Mesolithic activity is typically discovered on coasts and along river courses, with the diet of this 

period consisting mostly of fish and shellfish, supplemented with hunting and gathering. There is 

no known Mesolithic evidence nearby, but other parts of the Liffey have revealed Mesolithic 

remains both upstream at Cooldrinagh (Licence ref: CO14) and downriver at Spencer Dock in 

Dublin City (Licence ref: 03E0654, 06E0668). 

3.3. Neolithic Period (4000-2500 BC) 

The Neolithic Period was characterised by the introduction of agriculture, megalithic burial 

monuments and the use of ceramic vessels. 

The course of the River Liffey appears to have attracted burial practices, with a Linkardstown burial 

known as Knockmary (DU018-007011) 2km east of the development in the Phoenix Park on a 

natural ridge overlooking the valley. This type of burial is comprised of a cist covered in a mound 

or cairn, and typically dates to the Late Neolithic. It was excavated in 1838 to reveal the central 

cist which contained two crouched skeletons with a shell necklace (NMI ref.: X145), flint knife (NMI 

ref.: X147) and bone toggle (NMI ref.: X146). 

A second prehistoric burial is said to have been excavated in a sandpit in Chapelizod, close to the 

Linkardstown tomb. This may be the megalithic structure of capstone and three orthostats 

(DU018-00709) which was moved to Dublin Zoo (O'Carroll & Kerins, 2008). 

These burials suggest there would have been nearby settlement which could have exploited the 

resources and communication route offered by the River Liffey. Light, well-drained soils were 

favoured by early farmers, and gravel ridges and eskers of this region would have been ideal for 
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these purposes. The limestone gravel subsoils next to the development area may have been 

suitable for this. The closest documented habitation is from Diswellstown (DU017-010), 1.4km 

northwest of the development, and is associated with a stone axe. Occasional flint finds and a 

polished stone axehead from an excavation in Chapelizod (Licence ref. 00E0878) similarly shows 

nearby activity (Walsh, 2004). 

3.4. Bronze Age (2500-600 BC) 

The Bronze Age is the period in which metal began to be used in Ireland. Society seems to have 

operated with smaller kin groups, and competition and territoriality is indicated by weaponry, an 

increase in burial monuments and strategically located hillforts etc. 

The only site of Bronze Age date listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) close to the 

development site is the possible ring barrow (DU017-025) in a location known previously as Clump 

Field (Giacometti, 2012). These monuments are burial sites, usually associated with the Early 

Bronze Age, characterised as circular features which usually include a bank, and sometimes an 

inner ditch with a raised or domed interior. This example comprises of a circular raised platform 

defined by a slight bank with no visible trace of a ditch. The Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) 

notes that it is possible that this feature is not a barrow but an overgrown tree ring. 

The National Museum of Ireland’s Topographical Files record finds of an Enlarged Food Vessel 

(NMI ref.: 1909:25) and Encrusted Urn sherds of three vessels (NMI ref.: 1934:5958) in 

Palmerstown. They came from cist and pit burials at the rock quarry site adjacent to the river and 

mills, approximately 760m northeast of the development site. The Urns had contained burnt and 

possibly unburnt bone, and one of the cists contained shells, including oyster, and dog bones. 

The mound of the Linkardstown burial (DU0187-007011) at Chapelizod also contained four later 

cists, with cremated bones and food vessels (NMI ref.: W. 26-28, Wk. 151-153), perhaps indicating 

some level of continuity in the populations occupying this area. 

Upstream and across the River Liffey at Diswellstown, a Flat Cemetery was discovered with human 

skeletal remains (NMI ref.: IA/24/59). The records indicate that there was nothing by which to 

date these remains, but one was in a crouched position and another was orientated north-south, 

which is not usual in a Christian context. These remains may therefore be of Bronze Age date. 

Further evidence of Bronze Age activity is indicated in the area by the discovery of a bronze ring 

pin (NMI ref.: 1969:743), in a gravel ridge at Saintlaurence, 1.7km southeast of the development 

site. 

As in the Neolithic period, it is likely that the burial sites had associated habitations nearby, with 

well-drained gravel areas the most likely locations. 
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3.5. Iron Age (600 BC - AD 400) 

There is no known site relating to the Iron Age in this area, but the gravels deposits, which lead 

westward to Lucan, are likely to have provided a routeway through this area at that time. The 

Early Medieval road known as the ‘Slighe Mór’ was associated with the course of the ‘Eiscear 

Riada’, a series of gravel ridges which stretched from Dublin to Clarinbridge in the west of Ireland. 

Lucan is one of the locations which this ancient roadway passed (O'Lochlainn, 1940), and it is likely 

to have passed close to Palmerstown, possibly through the townland by the name of Esker, or 

perhaps even over an early version of the Lucan Road which is depicted on the Down Survey map 

in the 1650s. The Slighe Mór was supposedly “discovered” on the occasion of the birth of King 

Conn Cétcathach, which suggests Iron Age origins to this road. While this is uncertain, other 

portions of the Slighe Mór and the four other documented principle roads, or slighe, of ancient 

Ireland have been shown to have prehistoric origins (O' Brien, 2017). 

3.6. Early Medieval Period (AD 400-1200) 

Christianity was introduced to Ireland in the 5th century BC, and population appears to have 

increased after an “Iron Age Lull”. Early Christian activity is indicated in this region in the founding 

of an early chapel at Chapelizod, which the Book of Howth records at the site of St. Laurence’s 

Church of Ireland in AD 519. This site was reputedly associated with the legendary Isolde from 

whom the place name is derived. She is said to have been the daughter of Anguisshe, King of 

Ireland. Excavations at Chapelizod (Licence ref. 00E0878) discovered an Early Medieval stone 

water mill at Chapelizod (DU018-027005)  (Walsh, 2004). Water mills are often associated with 

ecclesiastical sites, and it is likely that this mill was owned by the early chapel in Chapelizod. 

The church in Palmerstown (DU017-026001) was also founded at some point in the Early Medieval 

period before the arrival of the Normans. In nearby Diswellstown, a holy well called the “Ragwell” 

(DU017-011) is evidence of open air Christian activity. Castleknock functioned as a royal site 

named “Cnucha” in the Early Medieval period, and is often referred to as the Druid’s Mound. 

Viking activity was east of Palmerstown, where a large Viking cemetery of 40 graves was found at 

Kilmainham and Islandbridge along the banks of the River Liffey. One of these burials, located 

within the Phoenix Park, contained a woman with bronze oval Scandinavian brooches which date 

to the 9th or 10th century (Ní Lionáin, 2007). Castleknock was the camp site for Niall Glundub ahead 

of a battle in Kilmainham, after which the Vikings held Castleknock until the arrival of the 

Normans. Brian Boru is also recorded in the Annals of Tigernach as camping somewhere around 

Chapelizod when laying siege to Dublin in AD 989. 

3.7. Medieval Period (AD 1200-1600) 

This area was settled by the Anglo-Normans in the 12th and 13th century. At Palmerstown, “Villa 

Palmerii” is noted in the Calendar of Doc. Dated 1259. There are similar references in the 16th 
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century, relating to a ‘capital house’ which stood near the church, which was approached through 

an arched gateway (Ball, 1906). A bawn, mill and kiln were all associated with the house. The lands 

of nearby Chapelizod were reserved for the Crown and developed as a walled town. It is evident 

from the townland of Irishtown, in the parish of Palmerstown, that there may still have been 

Gaelic communities residing in the area at that time. A large stone house is also depicted in 

Irishtown. 

The lands of Palmerstown were associated with the Hospital of St. John the Baptist in Kilmainham, 

a site of the Knights Hospitallers who modelled their hospital on a Crusades foundation in 

Jerusalem. Pilgrims who went to Jerusalem were known as “Palmers”, and this was the name given 

to the grange at Palmerstown (Ball, 1906). This grange was one of the most highly valued of the 

Dublin monastic properties. The area of Palmerstown /Chapelizod /Saintlaurence was associated 

with a leper colony from at least as early as 1275 when Katherine, wife of John le Grant, left 

legacies to the lepers of St. Laurence.  

The church in Palmerstown (DU017-026001) dates from the 12th century, with inclined jambs on 

the west gable doorway indicating a pre-Norman origin. It was given by Mile le Bret to the Hospital 

of St. John the Baptist some time before 1220. The church in Chapelizod (DU018-027001) was 

granted by Henry III to St. John’s around the same time. Excavations confirm 13th and 14th century 

activity here with the recovery of potsherds of that date (King, 1992), and Norman activity is 

evident at the mill site (DU018-027005) from the presence of 12th to 13th century pottery, including 

imported items of Ham Green ware and French Saintonge ware (Walsh, 2004). 

Castleknock was used as a base by Rory O’ Connor, King of Connacht, when besieging the Normans 

in Dublin in 1171 (CRDS, 2005). It was then granted to Hugh Tyrrell, Governor of Trim and Baron 

of Castleknock, and a motte and bailey (DU017-012001) were constructed on a rise called 

Windmill Hill. This is an early type of castle built by the Anglo-Normans, composed of an earthen 

mound with timber keep and an enclosed area or bailey. This site was replaced shortly after with 

a masonry castle (DU017-012002) in c. 1174. Edward Bruce laid siege to it in 1316. It is depicted 

on the Down Survey as a large keep with crenelated battlements on a prominent rise. This well-

sited castle would have defended the important River Liffey and approaches to Dublin. The site of 

the original windmill (DU017-013002) is thought to have been found through a geophysical survey 

on this hill, and it is likely to have been contemporary with the castle. 

Excavations east of the castle revealed further medieval habitation evidence (DU017-091; Licence 

ref.: 04E0796) of rural character, with a number of linear features, pits and burnt areas indicating 

boundaries and domestic or small-scale industrial refuse. A number of post and stake holes may 

have been structures or windbreaks and a kiln may have provided some of the ceramics which 

were discovered on the site. Approximately 2,989 sherds of late 13th and early 14th century 
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ceramics were recovered, consisting of local wares and Leinster cooking ware, but also some 

imported wares from eastern England. Other artefacts included body decoration, 13th century 

floor tiles, a copper alloy stick pin, spindle whorl, quernstone fragment and serrated bone (CRDS, 

2005). A burial ground (DU017-013001) was also discovered in this area (Mc Loughlin, 2007). 

In 1476, the King reclaimed the manor of Chapelizod from the Knights Hospitallers, and granted it 

to Sir Thomas Daniel. He was succeeded by William Wyse, Richard Savage, the Burnell’s of 

Balgriffin, and the Bathe family. With the Dissolution of the monasteries in 1539, the grange at 

Palmerstown would also have been taken from church possession. The Crown granted these lands 

to Sir John Allen, the Irish Chancellor, and it continued in his family they lost them after the 

Rebellion of 1641. Family gravestones are contained in the graveyard of the church at 

Palmerstown These lands also included Irishtown, which passed through marriage to Alderman 

Patrick Browne who built a castle in Irishtown in 1601. 

3.8. Post Medieval / Early Modern Period 

This region was on an important communication route, as evidenced by the depiction of the 

highway from Dublin to Lucan on the Down Survey (Figure 5). 

After being seized from the Allen family for the Crown, the lands of Palmerstown were passed 

around 1647 to Sir Maurice Eustace, Prime Serjeant at Law and Speaker of the House of Commons, 

and Lord Chancellor of Ireland (Ball, 1906). The property included woodland in Irishtown. He 

transferred ownership to the husband of his sister, Henry Warren, who took up the lands of 

Palmertown, Saintlaurence and Irishtown. This action preceded the political unrest among 

royalists and parliamentarians in the city which lead to Eustace’s eventual arrest and detention in 

England for seven years. With the return of the Commonwealth, the lands of Palmerstown were 

associated with William Smith (seven times Mayor of Dublin), Walter Archbold and Alderman 

Daniel Hutchinson (Mayor of Dublin). After the Restoration in the 1660s, a Sir Maurice Eustace 

returned to Palmerstown and took up the chief residence, which appears to have been a 

significant property with nine hearths. It is unclear if this is the same Eustace or his nephew. 

In 1666, Sir John Temple, Solicitor-General for Ireland, took up the Palmerstown properties. These 

went, after his death in 1705 to Robert Wilcocks. Wilcocks left this property to his nephew of the 

same name in 1711. 

The castle in Irishtown was occupied at that in the 17th century, first by the Browne family, then 

the Ussher family. A garrison of ten men was encamped at Irishtown, after which the sergeant 

and half of the men were induced to join the Confederate army in 1642 (Ball, 1906). The castle 

was attacked the night they left. After the period of political unrest, the castle was occupied by 

Edward Archbold. Thomas Vincent then took it over and may have been responsible for 

considerable renovations. 
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The Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinson was resident from 1763. The purchase included a pigeon 

house, cider house and a granary. Palmerstown House was built in the 1760s and had substantial 

decorative gardens in the demesne. It was designed to rival the residence at Stillorgan of 

Hutchinson’s rival, Philip Tisdal. He died in 1794 and it was occupied by his descendants until the 

middle of the 19th century. 

A fair was still held in the 18th century in this area on St. Laurence’s Day, known as the Palmerston 

Fair. Ball (1906) refers to it as a relic of the Leper House. There were several houses of 

entertainment in the area, which included establishments by the names of The Swan, The Red 

Lion, The Black Bull and The White Swan. The industrial heritage of the area included the French 

Mill, Linen Mill, Plating Mill, the Brickfields, the Logwood Mill and the Big Skin Mill. 

Historical mapping shows the Lucan Road to have accommodated a number of buildings and 

properties in the post-medieval and early modern period, with the most notable being 

Palmerstown House and Newtown Clarke House, which both had extensive decorative gardens. 

The river and mill race attracted considerable industrial activity, with mills dedicated to wool, 

flour, cotton, iron, lead and copper all depicted on the First Edition 6-Inch Ordnance Survey map 

between Palmerstown and Castleknock (Figure 4). There were also printing works, oil and dye 

stuff mills and wash mills listed at the beginning of the 19th century (Lewis, 1837). There were 

houses for labourers next to the mill sites, along with a National School and a police station near 

Chapelizod Bridge. 

Stewart’s Hospital was founded in 1869 on the site of Palmerstown House by Dr. Henry Hutchinson 

Stewart as a hospital dedicated to private psychiatric care and a residential centre for the mentally 

handicapped (Kehoe, 2001). 

 

4. RECORDED ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONUMENTS (RMP / SMR SITES) AND PROTECTED 
STRUCTURES (RPS SITES) 

4.1. Record of Monuments and Places 

There are no recorded monuments within the proposed development area. The closest 

archaeological monuments are located a short distance northeast in Palmerston Lower where 

there is a possible ring barrow (DU017-025) 530m distant. A church (DU017-026001) and 

graveyard (DU017-026002) are also located 700m northeast (Figure 4). There is a record of human 

remains having been found in 1955 during construction work in Palmerston Lower a short distance 

from a disused walled cemetery which is thought to refer to this graveyard. One of the skulls 

showed evidence of trephination (www.excavations.ie). A number of cist burials were also within 

Palmerston Lower in the gravel ridge adjacent to the river (NMI ref.: 1909:25; 1934:5958), 
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although they do not appear on the Record of Monuments and Places and were destroyed through 

quarrying activity. 

There have been two archaeological investigations within the Palmerston Lower (Licence ref.: 

01E0894, 12E0202) and two in Palmerston Upper (Licence ref.: 95E0003, 96E0178). Archaeological 

monitoring of topsoil removal in advance of the construction of the Liffey Valley Shopping Centre 

revealed an area of burning which had been disturbed by deep ploughing, sherds of Beaker 

pottery or Late Bronze Age coarseware and a flint flake (Licence no.: 96E0178 ext.) A number of 

other recorded monuments are located in the landscape around the site, as discussed in the 

context of the archaeological and historical background above (Section 2). 

 

Figure 4 RMP sites (red) and NIAH sites (blue). First Edition 6" Ordnance Survey map (1843) 

4.2. Record of Protected Structures (RPS sites) 

There are no protected structures (RPS sites) within the site bounds, but a number of sites along 

the Lucan Road are registered by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH sites). 

These buildings date from 1790 to 1948, and include several houses, a coach house, gate lodge 

and church. They demonstrate the type of residences which were constructed in this affluent area 

along the Lucan Road in the 18th and 19th centuries. These cannot be seen from the proposed 

development because of the infill development between the site and the Lucan Road.  
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5. PALMERSTON TOWNLAND 

The townland of Palmerston Upper, in which the development site is located, is in the Parish of 

Palmerston and the Barony of Uppercross. The parish includes the townlands of Palmerston 

Lower, Brooklawn, Quarryvale, Fonthill, Yellow walls, Irishtown, Woodfarm, Johnstown, 

Redcowfarm and Saintlaurence, although at the time of the Down Survey in the 1650s, most of 

those divisions did not yet exist and the parish was divided only into a larger Palmerstowne and 

Irishtowne. This area was also part of the Barony of Newcastle at that time. 

The name of Palmerstown is derived from the “Palmers”, the name given to pilgrims upon their 

return from Jerusalem. This name was given to the area when it functioned as the grange for the 

Knights Hospitallers of Kilmainham. The name of Irishtown is recorded at least as early as 1552 

(www.logainm.ie) and indicates that there must have been a population of Gaelic Irish living there. 

Prehistoric activity in Palmerstown is evident from the Neolithic and Bronze Age burials 

overlooking the course of the River Liffey in Palmerstown and across the river in Chapelizod. Little 

more is known of early activity in this area, except for the foundation of a chapel there in the 6th 

century. By the Anglo-Norman period, the lands at Palmerstown functioned as a grange for the 

Knights Hospitallers of Kilmainham, and there was also a relationship with the leper colony of 

Saintlaurence. 

After the Dissolution of the Monasteries, many church properties were seized by the Crown and 

redistributed, including those of Palmerstown. The lands were owned by a succession of families 

throughout the Late Medieval and Post Medieval periods until it ultimately came under the 

ownership of The Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinson in 1763. It was he that erected Palmerstown 

House and it remained in the family until Dr. Henry Hutchinson Stewart founded St. Stewart’s 

Hospital for the mentally handicapped in the house in 1869  

The River Liffey provided the power for the industrial heritage of the town, with a series of mills 

along the river in Palmerstown in the nineteenth century. Quarrying was also practiced in the 

gravel deposits flanking the river. Cottages were built close to these mills to accommodate 

workers. The Lucan Road, meanwhile, accommodated more substantial residences of farmhouses 

and the Georgian Newtown Clarke House, known now as Riversdale House. 

The character of this small town in the 19th century appears therefore to have consisted of an 

industrial area along the river, a care institution which mirrored the Medieval Hospitaller 

associations of the area, and a series of residences along the Lucan Road, many of which are 

recorded in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage. 
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6. CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 

6.1. The Down Survey (1656-1658) 

The Down Survey was undertaken by William Petty in the 1650’s and was at the time the most 

detailed mapping project to ever have been undertaken, the intention being to accurately survey 

Ireland in order to redistribute land among merchant adventurers and English soldiers. The parish 

map illustrates the “Old Chappell” and “Palmerstowne House” (Figure 5). The Barony of Newcastle 

map also shows the Lucan Road which marks the existing townland boundary, depicted on this 

map as “The high way from Dublin to Lucan”. A ford marked St. Lawrence is labelled between 

Saintlaurence and Chapelizod, with a series of structures along the River Liffey here, including two 

old mills. The survey records good arable and meadow pasture, with some shrubs and underwood 

growing on the Liffeyside. 

 

Figure 5 Parish of Palmerstowne. Down Survey (1656-8) 

6.2. Rocque, 1756, An Actual Survey of the County of Dublin 

Roque’s map of 1756 (Figure 6) shows Palmerstown next to the River Liffey, with the Lucan Road 

running through the area and Kennelsfort Road connecting Palmerstown to Blackditch. A series of 

buildings are illustrated along the Lucan Road, as we would expect with the amount of 18th century 

houses and buildings still in existence there. Palmerstown House is among them, along with tree 

lined avenues and decorative gardens. The area of the proposed development appears to have 

been an open pasture at that time. 
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Figure 6 Roque's 'An Actual Survey of the County of Dublin' (north to right of image) 

6.3. Taylor, 1816, Map of the Environs of Dublin 

Taylor’s map of this area (Figure 7) similarly illustrates the Lucan Road with a series of residences 

and buildings along it. Labelled buildings include and the Old Mills (on the mill race with NIAH reg. 

11202013) and the Chapel, the no longer present St. Mary’s Catholic Church. A cluster of buildings 

appear in the corner between the Lucan Road and Kennelsfort Road in the vicinity of the 

development site. The area within the development boundaries appears to have still functioned 

as open farmland. 

 

Figure 7 Taylor 1816. Map of the Environs of Dublin 

6.4. Duncan, 1821, Map of the County of Dublin 

Duncan’s map of 1821 shows no significant changes in the few years since Taylor’s map had been 

produced. 
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6.5. 19th and 20th century Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping  

The First Edition 6-Inch Ordnance Survey map of 1843 (Figure 4, above) shows one less building 

between the Lucan Road and Kennelsfort Road. One of these structures is labelled the police 

station, and a wide path or avenue leads from the Lucan Road southwards, through the 

development site, towards an open area which appears to have been the site of a kiln, also 

contained within the site boundaries. The land beyond the roadside functioned as farmland, and 

field boundaries are illustrated lined with trees. 

The 25-Inch Ordnance Survey map of 1908 still illustrates this open area, with a path leading 

westward along the field boundary, but the path towards the Lucan Road was no longer present. 

This map shows that one of the buildings which had been in existence since Taylor’s map of 1816 

was a smithy. A school is also depicted. 

 

Figure 8 Development site on Cassini 6-Inch map (1906-9) 

The Cassini map of 1906-9 shows a similar layout (Figure 8), with the possible green and westward 

path, this time providing new access along the field boundaries to the Lucan Road. A structure is 

also depicted south of the open area, which falls within the site boundaries. The school is labelled 

by the road, as is the site of a chocolate factory. An overhead power line is illustrated crossing the 

Kennelsfort Road, through the development area, and towards the Lucan Road. 
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6.6. Present Landuse  

Today, the development area is a brownfield site containing large factory outlets, a car sales unit 

and furniture warehouses. The ground surface is completely covered in artificial surfaces of 

tarmacadam and concrete, with associated there are services running through it.  

Figure 9 Development site- existing layout 

 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1. Impact Assessment 

There are no recorded archaeological sites or monuments (RMP sites) within the proposed 

development area and no stray finds are recorded in the area in the Topographical files of the 

National Museum of Ireland. Recorded prehistoric burials along the course of the river Liffey to 

the north of the site suggest there is associated settlement in this area, and the deposit of gravel 

subsoils bordering this site are a possible candidate for this. Historical mapping also shows that 

this area possibly functioned as a public open space with a lime kiln. Evidence of this may similarly 

be present beneath the existing ground surface.  

The area has been previously stripped of topsoil and developed as warehouse units and car 

parking. This degree of disturbance considerably lowers the potential for archaeological discovery 

in the area as a result. However, the extent of topsoil stripping is unknown (particularly in the car 
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parking areas) there is the possibility, albeit slight that truncated archaeological remains may be 

preserved beneath the existing development. 

7.2. Recommendations 

The previous development of this site significantly reduces the potential to reveal intact 

archaeological remains within the proposed development footprint. Due to the previous 

disturbance of the field and the nature of the potential archaeological remains it is unlikely that 

geophysical survey would be successful or that archaeological testing would be extensive enough 

to detect isolated archaeological features. The most appropriate and sensible mitigation strategy 

is that archaeological inspection of topsoil stripping is carried out during the site 

preparation/topsoil removal phase of the proposed development. 

If archaeological remains are discovered during this surface stripping, the National Monuments 

Service of the DCHG and the National Museum of Ireland will be informed, construction works will 

cease in the immediate vicinity of the remains and the area fenced off until a licensed 

archaeologist has resolved the archaeological issues in consultation with the authorities, who will 

advise on the most appropriate remedial action (e.g. preservation by record through excavation 

or preservation in-situ through redesign). 

All recommendations are subject to the approval of the National Monuments Service of the DCHG. 

This suggested strategy does not prejudice recommendations made by the National Monuments 

Service and South Dublin County Council. 

The developer will make provision to allow for and fund whatever archaeological work may be 

required at the site and the post excavation requirements in accordance with the National 

Monuments Legislation (1930–2004; Appendix 1). 
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Appendix 1  National Monuments Legislation 1930-2004. 

All archaeological sites have the full protection of the national monuments legislation (Principal Act 
1930; Amendments 1954, 1987, 1994 and 2004). 

In the 1987 Amendment of Section 2 of the Principal Act (1930), the definition of a national monument 
is specified as: 

any artificial or partly artificial building, structure or erection or group of such buildings, structures or 
erections, 

any artificial cave, stone or natural product, whether forming part of the ground, that has been 
artificially carved, sculptured or worked upon or which (where it does not form part of the place where 
it is) appears to have been purposely put or arranged in position, 

any, or any part of any, prehistoric or ancient 

(i) tomb, grave or burial deposit, or 

(ii) ritual, industrial or habitation site, 

and 

any place comprising the remains or traces of any such building, structure or erection, any cave, stone 
or natural product or any such tomb, grave, burial deposit or ritual, industrial or habitation site... 

Under Section 14 of the Principal Act (1930): 

It shall be unlawful... 

to demolish or remove wholly or in part or to disfigure, deface, alter, or in any manner injure or interfere 
with any such national monument without or otherwise than in accordance with the consent 
hereinafter mentioned (a licence issued by the Office of Public Works National Monuments Branch), 

or 

to excavate, dig, plough or otherwise disturb the ground within, around, or in the proximity to any such 
national monument without or otherwise than in accordance... 

Under Amendment to Section 23 of the Principal Act (1930), 

A person who finds an archaeological object shall, within four days after the finding, make a report of 
it to a member of the Garda Síochána...or the Director of the National Museum... 

 

The latter is of relevance to any finds made during a watching brief. 

In the 1994 Amendment of Section 12 of the Principal Act (1930), all of the sites and ‘places’ recorded 
by the Sites and Monuments Record of the Office of Public Works are provided with a new status in 
law.  This new status provides a level of protection to the listed sites that is equivalent to that accorded 
to ‘registered’ sites [Section 8(1), National Monuments Amendment Act 1954] as follows: 

The Commissioners shall establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where they believe 
there are monuments and the record shall be comprised of a list of monuments and such places and a 
map or maps showing each monument and such place in respect of each county in the State. 
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The Commissioners shall cause to be exhibited in a prescribed manner in each county the list and map 
or maps of the county drawn up and publish in a prescribed manner information about when and where 
the lists and maps may be consulted. 

• In addition, when the owner or occupier (not being the Commissioners) of a monument or 
place which has been recorded, or any person proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit 
the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such monument or place, he shall give notice 
in writing of his proposal to carry out the work to the Commissioners and shall not, except 
in the case of urgent necessity and with the consent of the Commissioners, commence the 
work for a period of two months after having given the notice. 

 

The National Monuments Amendment Act 2004 

The National Monuments Amendment Act enacted in 2004 provides clarification in relation to the 
division of responsibilities between the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 
Finance and Arts, Sports and Tourism together with the Commissioners of Public Works. The Minister 
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government will issue directions relating to archaeological works 
and will be advised by the National Monuments Section and the National Museum of Ireland. The Act 
gives discretion to the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to grant consent or 
issue directions in relation to road developments (Section 49 and 51) approved by An Bord Pleanála 
and/or in relation to the discovery of National Monuments 

 

14A. (1) The consent of the Minister under section 14 of this Act and any further consent or licence 
under any other provision of the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004 shall not be required where 
the works involved are connected with an approved road development. 

 (2) Any works of an archaeological nature that are carried out in respect of an approved road 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the directions of the Minister, which directions 
shall be issued following consultation by the minister with the Director of the National Museum of 
Ireland. 

Subsection 14A (4) Where a national monument has been discovered to which subsection (3) of this 
section relates, then 

(a) the road authority carrying out the road development shall report the discovery to the 
Minister 

(b) subject to subsection (7) of this section, and pending any directions by the minister under 
paragraph (d) of this subsection, no works which would interfere with the monument shall be 
carried out, except works urgently required to secure its preservation carried out in 
accordance with such measures as may be specified by the Minister 

The Minister will consult with the Director of the National Museum of Ireland for a period not longer 
than 14 days before issuing further directions in relation to the national monument. 

The Minister will not be restricted to archaeological considerations alone,  but will also consider the 
wider public interest. 
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